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Greetings

When we hold “Tachikawa Tachihi Yabusame”, we have
many people coming to this event. We are very grateful to you
all.

We would also like to express our gratitude to many
sponsorship organizations, companies, and citizens that offered
great support to this event.

Ogasawara Yabusame has been inherited for over 800 years,
and is still being carried out in an old style all over the country.

Today, we will be happy if you come in touch with traditional
Japanese culture and enjoy it through authentic Yabusame using
bows, clothes, harness, etc. that have been handed down since
old times.

Finally, we would like to thank all of you for your efforts to
hold “Tachikawa Tachihi Yabusame”, and to express our
sincere wish for the further development of Kyubajutsu Reiho
Ogasawara Kyojo (or Ogasawara-ryi which teaches the
etiquette, archery, and horse-riding archery) that will practice
the Yabusame this time.
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Tachihi Holdings Co., Ltd.
Masamichi Murayama, Director&President
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Yabusame

Yabusame (Horse-riding archery) is a performance in which an archer draws a bow and
shoots an arrow called Kabura-ya from on a horseback while driving the horse. The Yabusame
was recorded in “Shin Sarugakuki” (in the middle of Heian era), and was performed as a ritual
of the Imperial Court by the guards of Imperial Court called Zuijin and the guard warriors
called Takiguchi.

Since the Shogunate had been opened in Kamakura, as a reflection of the lives of too
gorgeous and effeminate court nobles, the Yabusame came to be performed as one of
Kisha-mitsumono or three horse-riding archery performances in order to teach Bushido or the
samurai spirit with austerity and fortitude. This Yabusame was established by the first head of RE | 25 ERD
the family Nagakiyo Ogasawara who served to Yoritomo Minamoto as an instructor of Kyuuho (the formal art of etiquette, archery, and horse-riding
archery). The Shogunate established the moral principle of the samurai with the trainings of horse-riding archery. Since then, it has been carried out
actively at Tsurugaoka Hachiman-gu Shrine etc. as an important ritual in order to raise the morale of Kamakura Samurai and the like.

In the Edo era, Sadamasa Ogasawara revived the Yabusame in Takada-no-baba by the order of the eighth Shogunate Yoshimune Tokugawa, who
made it performed for the prayer of disease recovery. Thus, the Yabusame was performed frequently at the time of serious matters of Tokugawa family.

The Yabusame of Ogasawara has been handed down from the Kamakura era to the present age. The samurai in the Kamakura era performed the
Yabusame wearing hunting clothing and an arrow holder called Ebira on his back. In the Edo era, the samurai wore a hut called Kisha-gasa for
horse-riding archery, a blazoned kimono with tight sleeves, a patterned hakama (pleated trousers), and an arrow holder on his waist, which were called
Kisha-hasami-mono.

Fences are set around a riding ground called Baba. The higher fence (on the target side) is called O-rachi (male fence) which is approximately 106
cm high, and the lower one is called Me-rachi (female fence) which is approximately 84 cm high. The length of Baba, for example in Tsurugaoka
Hachiman-gu Shrine, is approximately 254 meters including approximately 78 meters between the first and the second targets and approximately 72
meters between the second and the third targets.

A signal of departure is given to the start and end points of Baba by raising a fan after having checked the safety of Baba. An archer shoots arrows
from on a horseback aiming at the targets of approximately 54x54 square centimeters that are set at three points in the riding ground. The target of
Kisha-hasami-mono is of approximately 45x45 square centimeters. The archer who made all shootings successfully are given Haku (silk cloth) called
“Roku” as a reward by So-bugyo or the general magistrate.

For various positions other than So-bugyo, there are a target magistrate called Mato-bugyo, a target holder called Mato-mochi, an arrow
remover called Ya-tori, and a baton holder or a director called Sai-age. They wear formal dress of samurai called Hitatare and everyday clothes of
samurai called Ko-suou.

The archer lets out a shout called Ya-goe while driving a horse and setting an arrow. A simple shout is said to be a cowardly voice, and therefore,
he shouts with a voice of “in-yow (meaning negative and positive)” as a meaningful word. The Yabusame is a ritual that is carried out for the prayer of
five grain richness, national peace and security, recovery from diseases, and so forth. It has been told that five grains become fertile and various wishes
are accomplished when an arrow hits the target. The Yabusame is performed now at the shrines etc. in various parts of the country.
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Yabusame no basou (sangai)
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Ogasawara-ryi

The Ogasawara family descends from Seiwa Genyji, and the first generation is
said to be Nagakiyo Ogasawara. He was invited by Yoritomo Minamoto as an
instructor of Kyuuho (the formal art of etiquette, archery, and horse-riding
archery). After that, the Ogasawara family conveyed the formal art of etiquette,
archery, and horse-riding archery as an instructor of Kyuuho of the Shogunate
from the Kamakura era to Muromachi era, Edo era, and Taisei-houkan (the
restoration of imperial rule).

When the samurai society ended due to the Taisei-houkan, the Yabusame of
the Ogasawara-ryll was opened to the public widely and has been succeeded as a
Japanese traditional culture, lasting for more than 800 years until now. The 28th
head of the family Kiyokane Ogasawara opened Ogasawara-ryli in Kanda,
Tokyo. In addition, he taught proper decorum and etiquette at Tokyo Women’s
Normal School, Gakushuin Women’s College, etc. and left a big footprint in
educational areas by enhancing the school code of etiquette etc. However, he
never tried to use the family business of the etiquette,archery,and horse-riding
archery as his bread and butter.

The 30th Kiyonobu Ogasawara spread the etiquette supported by science, by
proving that the movement of Ogasawara-ryli made sense even from a modern
scientific point of view.

Currently, the 31st head of the family Kiyotada Ogasawara protects his family’s
precept and tries to inherit the doctrine. In order to convey the tradition, he
performs Yabusame, archery, and etiquette in various places. The Yabusame is
carried out all over the country including at Tsurugaoka Hachiman-gu Shrine in
Kamakura, Shimogamo Shrine in Kyoto, and Nikko Toushougu Shrine.

In recent years, many performances are carried out overseas as well. The
Yabusame is performed in France, the U.S.A., the U.K., Finland, and so on.



